Conflicting Interests at the Constitutional Convention
Between May 25 and Sep 17, in 1787, a critical convention was held in Philadelphia. Later on, it would come to be known as the Constitutional Convention, since it gave rise to the United States America Constitution, even though the agenda of the meeting was different. The initial objective was to make changes to the league of states and develop a system of government guided by the Article of Confederations. However, most of the supporters of the convention had gone there with the sole goal of forming a new government (Collier & Collier, 2012). In the end, they were able to make the constitution, with a few comprises, but the resolution concerning a new government faced challenges due to conflicting interests between the small and large states.
Obama’s speech and video dabbed "A More Perfect Union," tries to explain the differences that have existed in the history of the U.S. and presently (during the 2008 presidential election campaigns), between the Whites (majority) and the African Americans (minority) on the grounds of race. He suggests that there is hope for people to unite despite these long-standing differences for one cause, that is, addressing the social and economic problems of the nation just as the small states and the large states came together to form the constitution despite their divergent interests. Among the conflicting views between the small states and the large states was on whether to abolish slavery and slave trade and the representation of slaves in the new government. The states made some compromises such as the three-fifths ratio, which would allow the states with slaves to count three in five slaves in their state census to be included in resource allocation and for representational purposes (BarackObamadotcom, 2008; Collier & Collier, 2012).  Like Obama in the video emphasizes, there is hope in uniting while remaining oblivious of the differences among U.S. people for a good cause like the historical creation of the U.S. constitution.
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